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A Message from the Lead Pastor
Welcome To New Beginnings Church Foundation Course!

I'm so excited that you have taken this step towards becoming a part of the New
Beginnings family! As you prayerfully consider becoming a part of this community of faith, you
should know that if you are looking for a perfect church, this isn't it. At New Beginnings, we are
believers in Jesus who love God and strive to mirror God’s love at all times. But we are all
humans doing life together. The good news is, we don’t expect perfection from you, as we all are
striving for perfection! One of our core values is accepting people—just as you are.

We do strive to improve and become better individuals, families, and as a church. To do
this, we all have to be open, willing, and eager to learn and grow in our faith. We choose to
spend time together, follow the Holy Spirit, understand our core values, and commit to doing
our best to live out the gospel each and every day.

Throughout history, God has used people in the local church to be catalysts to make this
world a better place. Each person in our congregation is uniquely created by God to serve in a
way no one else can. I believe that when we come together and with hearts surrendered to God,
we are positioned for the extraordinary, and lives are transformed!

At New Beginnings, we are passionate about helping people meet Jesus, serving our
community, and bringing about lasting change.

New Beginnings is a place where people are inspired, encouraged, and challenged to find
opportunities to put their faith into action for the glory of God.

I am excited that you are on this journey, becoming a family member of this amazing
church family. When you said yes to belonging here, you stepped out of the stands and onto the
playing field, where you will honor God with your unique contributions to New Beginnings, our
community. When you say yes, our church is stronger and better for it.

And you’ll be too.

Weleome, MMy Brothens & Sistens
(Pastor Dennicl WM Se.
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Lesson 1
Part A. Love -Live-Serve
Part B. Disciples of Jesus At New Beginnings
H-E-A-L-T-H-Y

Part A.
One of the things we believe as a church is that we were never saved for ourselves.
We believe that we were saved by Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from
the grave so that we might have fellowship with God and live our lives intentionally
reflecting His love and His glory to the world around us. We will talk more about all
of that as we go through this guide, but this will give us a good foundation.

Love

When Jesus was asked, what is the greatest commandment, he answered, “The
Most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself* (Mark 12:30-31)

We believe loving God and loving our community are the greatest things a follower

of Jesus can do. This is the foundational idea for everything we do at New Beginnings.
We are going to talk about mission statements, vision statements, core values,
opportunities for service, and more, but everything we are going to look at comes

from these two ideas. If we can’t love God and our neighbors, then the gospel has

not taken root in our lives.

Live

At New Beginnings, we want to live our lives of faith intentionally. We know that God
came to save us when we neither deserved nor wanted a relationship with Him
(Romans 5:6-8). Accordingly, in love and gratitude, we want to live in way that
intentionally displays the love that He gave us when He died on the cross for us.
We are told, “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ (Phil
1:26). To live worthy of the gospel means that we want to live according to the
gospel and its implications. Which means we have to choose to live for more than
ourselves. We live to complete what Jesus has called us to do and to be.

Serve
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The idea of service lies at the heart of loving God and loving our neighbor. Loving

our neighbor means we want to pursue their highest good, which is a relationship with
God and, subsequently, living the reality of the gospel in their lives. In order to
introduce people to God through the gospel of Jesus, we want to show that we care
about them, their needs, wants, and hopes. We display the gospel by serving

others and serving God. Jesus told us that even he didn’t come to be served but to
serve others (Matthew 20:28). The humility of Jesus is the pattern that we

desire to follow (Philippians 2:5-11). Philippians 2:3-4 tells us, “Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility count others as more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests but to the interests of
others.” We want to count others as more important than ourselves by serving others.
In doing so we love God by following His commands, and we love others by meeting
their needs. Service to others displays God'’s love, whether that is serving in the
church or in the community. Our love, life service will be best accomplished for our Lord
Jesus, in Southwest Louisiana and the surrounding areas. We will do this through
redemptive love of Jesus Christ through worship, witness, education, fellowship,
ministry, and missions.

Part B.

Disciples of Jesus at New Beginnings

We believe that every disciple of Jesus has unique gifts, talents, and functions

within the church that allows us all to grow up into Christ, serve God, and serve one
another, and have a gospel impact in the community in which God has placed us
(Ephesians 4:11-16). We are always excited for the gifts that God brings into this
fellowship of believers as we seek to impact our community with the gospel.

In addition to the uniqueness that we each bring to New Beginnings, it shows that there
are some common elements of the Christian life that should be growing in each
believer. At New Beginnings, we have identified seven of these common

elements in our HEALTHY acronym.

H- Humility:

We believe that no individual has all the answers or all of the best ideas. So we
want to do everything in humility, recognizing that God can and will use others for
the growth of His church. We want to pursue the good of others more than we
pursue our own good. We want to be faithful to Him who called us. We want to
serve our church and our community. All of these require humility.

E- Excellence:

We believe that God deserves our very best in everything that we do. God held
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nothing back when He created the world and redeemed humanity through the

death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Accordingly, we want to offer God the very
best of all we have, say, and do. All of our time, talents, and treasures come from
God, so we need to honor Him with excellence in how we use them.

A- Attitude:

We want to have an attitude like Jesus, which was humbly obedient to God, loving
others without seeking personal gain, and oriented towards the mission of God.

This Christ-like attitude is something for which the disciple of Jesus ought to always
strive to model.

L-Leadership:

We want our leaders to model Christlikeness in all that they do. Leadership at

New Beginnings means stepping up when needed and serving whenever possible. At
New Beginnings leadership is about the opportunities to serve and not the chance to
“be in charge.”

T-Teachable:

Reflecting the humility that we value in disciples of Jesus, teachability is a

reflection of the reality that we don’t know everything. God is always teaching us
something so that we might better reflect His character in our lives and our
relationships. We can learn from God’s Word, the circumstances He is leading us
through, and other believers. All of this means that we need to be open to what

God is teaching us every day as we become more like Jesus.

H-Harmony:

One of the goals for the church is to be a body of people who live in harmony with
one another. We want to be a people who avoid unnecessary conflicts, submit to
biblical conflict resolution, and, if necessary, church discipline. We want New Beginnings
to be a church where we live alongside and serve one another in love. Our goal is

to live peaceably with one another and point others to Jesus.

Y- Yearning for God:

While this is the last letter of our acronym, it can be considered the driving force of
the whole acronym. At New Beginnings, we want our highest pursuit to be God Himself.
God saved us not for our sake but for His sake. Having a relationship with God is

the highest possible good for everyone who has ever lived and who ever will live.

Our desire for God drives us to love Him and His creation, to live authentically

before Him, and to serve Him and our community.

These are the characteristics that we believe will help us become more like Jesus.
But where does that journey start? At New Beginnings, we believe that the journey
begins with some fundamental beliefs that form the foundation for life and faith in God.
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Lesson 2.
Who is God?

Who is God?

The answer to this question is central to the Christian faith. One of the most
important parts of the answer to this question is to discover what is the nature of
God. We want to tackle this part of the answer right out of the gate because from
this point, all of the other issues find their context. We want to begin with God’s
nature as the triune God, or said another way, God exists in trinity.

The Doctrine of the Trinity is easy to define, but could easily take a lifetime to sort

out and understand. Simply stated, the Doctrine of the Trinity is this: God exists in

one essence (nature), and exists in three persons. It may help us if we think of the
doctrine of the Trinity as having two parts. The first part is that God is one in nature or
essence. The second is that God exists in three persons. Let’s take a look at each part
independently for a moment.

God is One:

One of the most resounding claims in the Bible is that there is only one God. The
belief that there is only one God separates Christianity from the majority of other
world religions. We believe that there is one God who brought creation into being,
who works throughout history guiding and directing it for His purpose and His

ends, and is active in His relationship with humanity to redeem His creation from
sin, futility, death, and destruction.

Some of the scripture verses we recognize teach the unity and oneness of God
are:

Exodus 20:2-3

“l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.”

As God gave the law to the nation of Israel, He was sure to make the point that he
was the only God that existed and that worshiping anything other than Him would
separate Israel from God. In this commandment, God is highlighting the reality

that he is the only God that exists and that worship either connects us to God or
separates us from God. This is one of the reasons worship matters so much to us
at New Beginnings, because in our worship, we either recognize God for who he is and
honor him for who he is, or we focus on ourselves and our desires.

Deuteronomy 6:4

“‘Hear, O Israel: “The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”

Deuteronomy makes it even clearer that God is unique in his nature by claiming the
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oneness of God. The uniqueness of God is followed up in the New Testament as well.

1 Corinthians 8:4-6

“Therefore, concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is
no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if
there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many
gods and many lords, 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all
things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and
we exist through Him.”

What we find is that all of scripture tells us that God is one in nature, but there is
more to God than just His oneness. The uniqueness of God is broader than His
being one; He is also three persons of one essence.

God in Three Persons:
As we think about the three persons of the Trinity, we want to take an honest look at
some of the passages that tell us about God to see if there really is this idea of a
Trinitarian God in the Bible. The first place we want to go is creation.

Genesis 1:2-3:

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light.”

In this passage, we see that God the Holy Spirit and God the Father are present and
active in the creation of the universe, but it doesn’t stop there.

John 1:1-3:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made.”

In the opening verse of the book of John, Jesus is referred to as “the Word.” So
what scripture is indicating is that all three distinct persons are present and have

an impact at the creation of the world. Equally, when we look at Genesis 1:26, we can
see that God refers to himself in a plural construct.

Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
Earth.”

There are two important things to take notice of in this verse. The first is that God
refers to himself as a plurality. While God makes sure we understand that he is
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one, he also refers to himself here as more than one. This verse does not identify
who the members of the Trinity are for us, but we can know that God has spoken
of himself with the idea of more than one person in the essence of God. This is
God giving us a hint at his Trinitarian nature.

The baptism of Jesus is a great place to see all three members of the Trinity in one
place at one time.

Matthew 3:13-17

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14
John would have prevented him, saying, “| need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus
was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my
beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”

Here is the thing we really want to look at here. In this passage, and the parallel
passages in Mark and Luke, we see all three members of the Trinity present at the
same time, in the same place, and interacting with one another. We have God the
Son, Jesus, who is in the Jordan River being baptized, God the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove, and we have God the Father speaking from heaven. Each
Person of the Trinity is present and distinct from the other two Persons of the Trinity.
Finally, in the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19-20, we find that as people
come to a saving knowledge of Christ and enter into the life of following Him, the
first act of obedience is to be baptized, but scripture gives a very specific formula
for baptism.

Matthew 28:19-20

19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Jesus’ command to baptize new believers in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit clearly points to the idea that there are three Persons in the Trinity.
Scripture makes two claims about God’s nature: that He is one and that He exists in
three persons. Neither of these two claims can be sacrificed, nor the whole idea of
Christianity falls apart, and our ability to have a right standing with God is lost. The
questions then arise: How does one have a relationship with God? How do we
connect with God? These questions lead us to the next foundational belief at New
Beginnings.
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Lesson 3

What is the Gospel?
What is the Gospel?

In its shortest form, the gospel is that Jesus died for our sins, that He was buried,
and on the third day He was raised from the grave (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). However,
the gospel touches every corner of our lives, and as we explain it, we often want to
give more context than the most abbreviated form possible. As we communicate
the gospel, we want to think of the gospel as the message God has written and
which He has graciously chosen to make us a part of. So let's explore the message of
the gospel in four major movements: Creation, Fall, Rescue, and Restoration.

Creation

The gospel begins with God. Ultimately, the entire story of reality is about God,
though every one of us plays an invaluable part of this account (Genesis 1:1; Psalm
90:2; John 1:1-3). So, as we begin to think about the unfolding of the gospel, it is
imperative that we start where God started to tell us the story of the gospel: with
Creation.

When we look at what God has told us about the reality in which we live, it starts
with the world he created (Genesis 1:1; John 1:3-4). God tells us that when he
finished creating everything, he said it was “very good” (Genesis 1:30). All of
creation, including humanity, was in a perfect relationship with God and with each
other. There was no dividing wall between God and humanity. All of creation was in
harmony with God.

Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden, and they worked the ground; They were
healthy, happy, and in perfect relationship with God and one another. Creation had
been made with the quality given to it by the perfect expert craftsman: It had a
moral quality, and it had a relational quality (Genesis 1:1-30). Humanity, God’s
crowning achievement in creation, was made in His image (Genesis 1:26-28)

If we look at ourselves, the people around us, and the world we live in socially,
politically, and environmentally, it's obvious that something has gone dramatically
wrong in the world in which we live. The world does not exist in the ideal or perfect
framework that God created it in originally. That is the next part of the we need to
look at as we explore the gospel. The quality with which God created reality has
been broken, but we need to ask how reality was broken.

The Fall:
Humanity had the perfect relationship with God, the perfect relationship with one
another, and the perfect place to live. Enter the serpent. Adam and Eve had one
rule they couldn’t break, one tree in all of creation from which they couldn’t eat,
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and the serpent asked one question that shook humanity loose from our
relationship to God: “Did God really say...?” (Genesis 3:1).

From there, humanity followed its own path, which led to broken relationships in
three areas of our experience. We had a broken relationship with God (Genesis 3:8-
11), a broken relationship with one another (Genesis 3:11-13; 3:16), and a broken
relationship with creation (Genesis 3:17). From that conversation with the serpent,
moving forward through all of human history, we see the struggle of humanity with
its best attributes and its worst attributes (Romans 7:14-ff). We see that the

current state of humanity is that we have all broken God’s law and fail to live to His
standards (Romans 3:23). Failing those standards, we are left to pay the penalty of
breaking God’s law. The ultimate penalty for breaking God’s law is death (Genesis
2:16-17; Romans 6:23).

Despite all of the many positive aspects of our life experience, when we think about
the world in which we live, we see and experience the stains of brokenness that sin
has left behind (Romans 3:10); families are broken, people struggle with physical
and emotional wounds, diseases seem to be without end or cure, our nation seems
to be settling into factions, and countries are torn in two by violence, hate, and war.
The world has gone from perfect to broken. No matter what we seem to try, the
brokenness persists.

We need to be rescued.

We need to be rescued not just from the broken world around us and our broken
relationships, but from the sin that separates us from God (Psalm 51:1-5; Romans
3:19-20).

Rescue:

Fortunately, we aren’t left with just the brokenness of the world. The only one who
has the ability to set the world right is the one who made it in the first place. God
tells us there is good news for the brokenness of our lives, and the good news is
Jesus. Even though we commit sin and are naturally rebellious towards God, God
chose to love us. God reminds us that He “demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

Jesus died for our sins because we can’t have a perfect relationship with God on our
own. Someone needed to bridge the gap between us, as rebellious sinners and God
,who is holy. The only way to bridge the gap between humanity and God is to satisfy
the punishment for sin, which is death (Hebrews 9:21-22). When we die separate
from a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, we find ourselves eternally
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separated from God (Romans 6:23). We needed someone who was sinless, who was
like us in that he was human, but unlike us in that he was without sin. Jesus came

to earth born as a human so that he could satisfy the wrath of God on behalf of
humanity. Jesus, being both God and man, paid the penalty of death for us so that
we might have a relationship with God.

When we trust in Jesus and his sacrifice for our sins we become children of God
(John 1:12-13; John 3:16, Romans 10:9-10), and we are brought into the community
of faith that is the church (Colossians 1:13-14). We no longer suffer from the eternal
penalty of sin, even if we have to live with the temporary consequences of what has
happened. By trusting in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, we become children
of God. God made a promise to Adam and Eve when he banished them from Eden,
and Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection keep that promise. But just fixing our sin
problem while we live here on earth isn’t where God stops this story.

Restoration:

In addition to rescuing us from the penalties of our sins, God promises that everyone
who trusts in Him will have eternal life. Part of that eternal life means that we will
live in a world where all of the things that were broken in the fall will be restored.
Humanity’s three relationships that were broken in the fall will be restored to what
God intended them to be. We will have an open relationship with God, we will be
able to relate to one another properly, and all of creation will be fruitful.

People will no longer be ruled by sin and selfishness; there will be no more natural
disasters, no more violence, pain, or suffering. Instead, we will have perfect
relationships with God, with each other, and with all of creation (Revelation 21:1-4).
God’s original design and purpose for His creation will flourish.

Our Story in His Story:

We live in a world that is telling the story that God has created from the

beginning of time. This is the large story, but how will your story fit into that story?
God intended us to be in relationship with him, to worship him, to serve him, and
reflect his character as a part of his perfect creation. The question for us is, will we
join His Story? When you accept Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you enter into this
larger story. When we join this story, it isn’t just a story - in this story, we find
forgiveness, satisfaction, purpose, and direction as we get to know God, who is the
author of the story.

We are rescued by faith in Jesus alone. We can’t earn our rescue; we can’t deserve
what Jesus did for us; we can’t even fake earning or deserving our salvation. Our
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salvation is a free gift that we are given by God. Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us, “For by
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

If the gospel is unfamiliar to you, if you have never accepted the free gift of God’s
grace, or if you are not sure how you fit into God’s story, we want you to know that God
loves you and that he has a plan for your life. We want to invite you to trust Jesus today.
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Lesson 4
The Bible

The Bible

Because we believe the gospel, we believe the Bible. Because the author of the
gospel is the author of the Bible. We want to make sure we understand what we
mean when we say we believe the Bible. It is more than an acceptance of a certain
number of facts that are written down and then bound together.

“The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of
Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction; it has God for its
author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter.
Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by
which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world,
the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human
conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a
testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.”

There are three things we want to focus on as we talk about the Bible. The first is
that the Bible or scripture is ultimately from God. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17 we find this

Statement, All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,

equipped for every good work.
God gave us the Bible from His own mouth, revealed to men who faithfully wrote
down what God moved them to write. 2 Peter 1:21 talks about the process when it

Says, “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God

as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”

God spoke to men, who then wrote it down as a stewardship for those who would
come behind them, even down to us today. God used the personality, experiences,
and styles as tools to communicate what he wanted humanity to know about
himself, about how to have a relationship with him, and his purposes for humanity
in light of his glory.

The second thing we want to see is that God had us in mind as He was creating the
Bible, which is why we say it has salvation for its end. God gave us the Bible to
reveal himself to us, to show us the reality of sin in our lives, and the opportunity we
have to trust in God as our savior. One place God’s intention for His Word is so
prevalent is John 20:30-31:
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Therefore, many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you
may have life in His name.

The final thing we want to see is that the Bible is truth without any mixture of error.
The idea here is that the Bible says exactly what God wanted it to say. This
statement is addressing the original text languages that the Bible was written in
called the autographs. We have trustworthy translations today that we use for
everything we do. The point we are making here is that what we have in our English
translations is a reliable and trustworthy copy of God’s word. It is good for our
growth in life and faith as we grow towards Christlikeness. Which brings us to our
next question: Why do we as a church place such a priority on studying the Bible?
We believe that there are at least four reasons why Christians ought to study the
Bible. Each reason shows us how the Bible helps us grow in Christlikeness.

Why We Study the Bible:
The first reason we study the Bible is that God wants us to study the Bible.

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 tells us:

These commandments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on
your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door frames of
your houses and on your gates.

This passage underscores how much God wants us to interact with His word. We
see that every facet of life is found in this passage. The Word of God is supposed to
cover our conversations, meditations, and interactions with other people. As we go
about our lives, the Scriptures ought to shape how we live our lives.

Following God’s commands to study His word helps us grow in Christlikeness
because, in order to grow to be like Christ, we must first know who He is.
Additionally, when Jesus was on earth, He quoted scripture often, including when
He was tempted by Satan in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12). So
studying and knowing scripture helps us understand who God is, and also helps us
be like Him by practicing the habits He practiced.

The second reason we study the Bible is that it protects us from sin, false
teachings, and dangerous or harmful decisions. The Bible is the revelation of God
to people, but it also gives us insight into how we ought to live and why. Romans

605 Prater Road Westlake La. 70669 337-882-5122 Website: nbminisrty.com

14


http://nbminisrty.com

New Beginnings Church Foundation Course

12:2 tells us: And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good
and acceptable and perfect.

One of the most fruitful ways we can transform our minds is by studying and
interacting with the Word of God. As we take in God’s word by reading it, studying

it, memorizing it, applying it, and hearing it, we begin to see and understand what
God is doing in us, for us, and through us. As we renew our minds through the

study of God’s word, we find that we will know and understand more about who

God is, what He desires of us, and how we ought to engage the people and the

world around us. As we engage with a culture that is indifferent or even hostile to

the Word of God, Christians, and the church, we find that knowing and

understanding the Word of God helps us not only be comfortable in our own faith

and relationship with God, but it also prepares us to explain our faith to others.

This then is the third reason that we study God’s Word. We study it so we can

explain and defend our faith to others when they have questions about why we believe
what we do, especially in the extreme times of life. Let’s look at 1 Peter

3:15, “honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and respect.”

How can we give a reason for the hope that is within us if we don’t understand
what that hope is? Right now, our world is in turmoil for a variety of reasons, but
Christians have a strong hope for the future. Studying the Bible prepares one to give
that reason. The more we know God’s Word and understand how the gospel
applies to every corner of our lives, the more we can explain to others how our
faith gives us hope.

When people pass away, or there are times of catastrophic evil, or natural
disasters, or tragic accidents, we need to be people who declare the hope of
Jesus in all of these circumstances. We can’t do that if we aren’t intimately
knowledgeable of God’s Word.

We have already hinted at the fourth reason we study God’s word. We study God’s
word so we can grow to be more like Jesus. If we are going to grow to be more like
Jesus, we have to know who He is and what His character was. There will always be
times when being like Jesus, or doing what He would do, will be impossible for us, but
as we study God'’s word, we will see more and more of His character that we can
emulate, and by doing what Jesus does, we honor Him and live more like what we were
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created to be. Jesus prayed for all of the disciples who would come because of what
He was doing on the cross in John 17. Look carefully at John 17:13-18 | have given
them your word, and the world has hated them because they arenot of the world, just as
| am not of the world. | do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep
them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so | have sent them
into the world.

Jesus prayed that His disciples would not be protected from the world or even

the suffering that comes with being in the world, but He did pray that we would

be sanctified with truth. The Word is truth. If we are to be holy even as God is

Holy, it will come through the study and application of His word in us as believers

in Jesus. Studying God’s word is extremely important in the life of any believer because
God commands it; it helps us stand against false teaching; it prepares us to give

a defense for our hope, and it helps us grow in Christlikeness.

We understand the need to study God’s Word, but how do we study God’s word? For
many Christians, this can feel like an overwhelming question. Where to begin studying
the Word of God is sometimes the biggest hurdle that many new believers face. At New
Beginnings we have a variety of ways that you can begin studying the Bible. The best of
course would be to jump into a few of them at a time and begin to engage with God’s
word to see it transform our lives.

How We Study the Bible:

Personal Bible Study

We believe that every believer in Christ should strive to have private times of one-
one-on-one times with God. There are resources of every type out there. Whether you
have time with God daily or weekly, we want to encourage you to grow in your faith

by spending time alone with God.

Family Devotionals and Bible Studies
One of the things that we believe is that worship and discipleship begin in the

home, and the life of the church is a supplement to what God is doing in you
privately and among your family. We encourage times together as a family to pray
and spend time in the Word of God.

Sunday Morning Worship

By now, you have probably attended a worship service at New Beginnings. This is
a great place to start as you link in with the community of faith at New Beginnings.
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Sunday morning worship services begin with a commitment to the word of God, as
our pastoral teaching team digs into passages of scripture and helps us apply
them to our lives. Leading us in applying the Word of God and pointing us back to
God who loves us and saves us. Added to worshiping in the Word, we have times
of worship in song.

Life Groups (Men & Women Ministry) TBA

Life Groups are our long-term Bible study groups that meet on Sunday mornings to

dig into God’s Word, and fellowship with one another by sharing the joys and praying for
the concerns of life
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Lesson 5
The Church

The Church

As we move from personal Bible study to corporate Bible study in worship
services and small groups, we come directly to the question, “What is the church?”
The exact nature of the church has really two portions that we want to address:
The church universal and the local church. Each of these two portions is important
to the life of every church and particularly to New Beginnings.

Universal and Local

The church universal is the culmination of every person who has ever trusted in
Jesus as their Lord and Savior. This is a broad topic and includes a variety of
locations, denominations, and Christian perspectives. New Beginnings agrees with the
idea of the church universal when we talk about partnering with other churches,
denominations, and organizations in the work of spreading the gospel. We respect
each church's distinctiveness and recognize that all of us are equally purchased

by the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus.

The local church is the individual community of faith that gathers together for the
regular study of God’s word, worship of God, fellowship, and sharing in one another’s
joys and struggles, discipleship, and partnering together for the spread of the
Gospel.

For us, New Beginnings is the local church that we belong to. In addition to attending
and participating in the life of New Beginnings, this is also the place we identify with the
Body of Christ. This leads us to the second emphasis we want to make about the
church, the ordinances of the church.

Baptism, Lord’s Supper.and Feet Washing

The ordinances that New Beginnings practices are baptism, the Lord’s supper, and Feet
Washing. We do each of these out of obedience to God’s commands and his example.
They are important parts of the life of the individual believer and also for the community
of faith.

Baptism
Baptism is an act of obedience that signifies our decision to take part in God’s story

by trusting in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. When we talk about baptism, we want to
remember three reasons that baptism is important for us at New Beginnings. First, we
want to see that Jesus set the example for baptism. When we look at the life of Jesus,
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we see that as he began his public ministry he started by being baptized. We can see
this in Matthew 3:13-17:

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.

14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus

was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens

were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my

beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”

The second reason that baptism is important is that Jesus commanded baptism to
be a part of the church. We can see Jesus’ command to baptize new believers and
disciples in Matthew 28:19-20:

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the
Age.”

This passage is often referred to as the Great Commission (we will talk more about
this in a little bit), and it gives believers in Jesus a pattern of how we are supposed
to live our lives. Part of what Jesus commands us to do in the Great Commission is
to baptize people who trust in Jesus the way we do. Baptism is important to us
because Jesus tells us it needs to be a part of the way we live.

The third reason baptism is important for us is that baptism was the practice of
the early church. When we look at the record of the early church, particularly in
Acts we see that baptism was the normal practice of the early church. Here are a
few verses that point out this practice.

Acts 2:41

“So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day
about three thousand souls.”
Acts 8:35-36

35 “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him
the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they
came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents
me from being baptized?”

Acts 9: 18
“‘And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he
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regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized.”

Acts 10:48

“And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
asked him to stay on for a few days.”

The idea of baptism has a long history in the Bible and was used in a variety of

places for a variety of reasons. At New Beginnings, we practice baptism by immersion.
We practice baptism by immersion because it was the original method that was

used in the Bible. The word baptize comes from the biblical word meaning “to
immerse.” Originally, it was used in the context of dying cloth. If a person pours or
sprinkles dye on a piece of fabric, it will only dye the part of the cloth that the dye
touches. To fully dye a piece of cloth, you had to immerse the cloth completely in

dye. Similarly, we baptize believers by immersion.

A final distinction we want to make about our heartfelt commitment to baptism is
that we believe in believer’s baptism. Believer’s baptism understands that once we
profess our saving knowledge and commitment to Jesus as our personal Lord and
Savior, then we are baptized in obedience with that profession. Baptism is
something we do because of our loving obedience to Jesus’ example and his
commands. Accordingly, infants who cannot make the distinction between trusting
in Jesus’ sacrifice for their sins or rejecting his sacrifice are not baptized within our
community of faith.

The Lord’s Supper (Communion

Communion was originally instituted by Jesus the night he was arrested and taken
before various authorities to be tried for crimes no one could substantiate (Matthew
26:26-30; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20). Communion is an important time in the
life of the church because it is a time for us to remember what Jesus did for us, a
time for us to show our gratitude, and a time for us to proclaim the gospel until
Jesus returns. One of the easiest places to look at Communion is found in 1
Corinthians 11:23-29:

23 For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given

thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
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unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let
a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29
For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks
judgment on himself.

There are a couple of important items we want to note as we read through this
passage. The first thing we want to notice is that Jesus is the person who instituted
Communion, which is why it is often called the Lord's Supper or the Lord’s Table.

The second thing we want to notice is that Communion is a time for us to give

thanks to God for what he has done. Communion is a way we remember the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus, and what that means for us as believers. This is

one way we give thanks for what Jesus has done. The third thing we want to recognize
is that this is a remembrance of what Jesus did for us. Jesus said, “Do this ... in
remembrance of me.” So we remember what Jesus did for us when he took upon
himself the punishment our sins deserved by dying on the cross. The bread represents
his body broken for us, and the fruit of the vine represents the blood that Jesus shed for
us on the cross.

The fourth thing we want to recognize is that this is a time when we get to visually
proclaim what Jesus did for us on the cross. By eating the bread and drinking the
juice, we are symbolically identifying with the sacrifice that Jesus made for us.

Lastly, we want to note this is a time of reflection for believers. 1 Corinthians 11 makes
it clear that we need to take time to take Communion seriously, or in a worthy manner.
That means that we ought to take the time to repent of our sin and allow Jesus to make
changes in us before we take Communion. We need time to reflect on who we are and
submit to what God is doing to grow our relationship with him. Connected to the need
for us to take this seriously is the fact that Communion should only be taken by
believers. This is a celebration and a proclamation for believers to make about what
Jesus has done in their lives. When an unbeliever takes Communion, the Bible is clear
that the unbeliever is taking judgment upon themselves.

Feet Washing
The Scripture is altogether clear in stating that Jesus washed the feet of His disciples,

and that He gave them an example commanding them to do as He had done (John
13:14). The reference in 1 Timothy 5:10 is evidence that the early church kept up the
practice which Jesus had earlier instituted.

The feet-washing ordinance speaks of humility. The disciples had seen servants
washing their master’s feet, but for the Creator of the universe to gird himself with a
towel and get down on His knees in front of an uneducated fisherman and wash his
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feet, was unheard of. Our besetting sin is often an undue desire for status, and because
each of us is inclined to feel he is above others, we need a service that will bring us on
a common level.

The feet-washing ordinance speaks of cleansing. John 13:10 says, “He that is washed
(bathed) need not save to wash his feet.” Two Greek words for “wash” are used in verse
10. The person who has been washed from his sins in the blood of Christ (as
symbolized in water baptism) doesn’t need to be saved all over again when his feet
become soiled as he walks through life. Our “feet” do become soiled; some of the filth of
the world rubs off on every one of us, and thus we need repeated cleansings. The
feet-washing service symbolizes the fact that we haven’t reached perfection; we still
need cleansing from daily defilement.

The feet-washing ordinance speaks of service. In a day when social service is being
stressed so much, it is a happy thought that at least some believers observe an
ordinance which symbolizes “service.” When we engage in feet-washing, we are
promising to show in daily life what we practice during the ceremony in symbol. We are
making a new commitment to help our fellow brother or sister clean up the mud when
disaster strikes, nurse a wound when accidents come, and sit by a bedside when
sickness invades the body.

Our Lord asks us only to do simple things. He set the example of feet-washing and tells
us to do likewise (John 13:15).

The Church on Mission

One of the most important commitments we make as a church is that we are a
church on mission: individually, locally, and globally.

The best place to start as we look at this particular distinction is Matthew 28:19-
20, which is often referred to as the Great Commission. Matthew 28:19-20 says,
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.

This was the last statement that Jesus made in Matthew’s gospel account. It
highlights the need for believers in Jesus to be focused on reaching the communities
that they are a part of with the gospel and making disciples within those secular
communities. Jesus gave us the command to make disciples of all of the nations. That
can be a daunting task for a lot of reasons, which is why we want to do all that we can
as a community of faith to work together for just that purpose.
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Stewardship in the Church
Our modern idea of stewardship is limited to how we handle finances. The broader

idea of stewardship is that we are responsible for all that has been entrusted to us.
We have been entrusted with the time that we have in our lives, and we have been
entrusted with the talents that we have been given (as believers, we are entrusted with
spiritual gifts that God has given us), we have been entrusted with financial

resources, and most importantly, we have been entrusted with the gospel.

Stewardship means that we care for and are responsible for all that we have been
given. As a community of faith, we take stewardship seriously because how we manage
what we have been given is a direct reflection of our relationship with God. If we

believe that God has created everything and placed it in our care, then our desire

ought to be to use every part of what He has given us for His purposes. One of

God’s purposes is the mission and ministry of the church, which means we need to

be willing to give of our time, talents, gifts, and financial resources for the purpose

of the mission and ministry of the church.

Ultimately, how we use our time, talents, gifts, and resources is a reflection our
relationship with God. God has called us to live for Him in a way that honors Him,

that obeys Him, that shows that we trust Him, and that reflects His nature. It is out

of love that we give to God what He has called us to give, because it was out of love
that He has given us all we have (2 Corinthians 9:7). As we look at the biblical model for
returning to God what he has given us we see that God called us to return ten percent
(10%) to Him through the venue of the local church.

There will be times in the life of the church and the lives of believers when God will call
us to give more than just our tithe. God will call upon the generosity that He instills in us
to meet the needs of the church, the community, or to spread His gospel. Sometimes
God'’s call for generosity will be financial; Sometimes it may require more of our time in
service. There will be times we will need to use our spiritual gifts, while other times will
require us to use the talents God has blessed us with. The offerings that we give God
are a way we put on display our love and obedience to his call in our lives.

Tithes and offerings are our way of recognizing God’s continual blessing in our lives
with the way we use our time, talents, gifts, and resources.

Stewardship is a dynamic part of our life in Christ. It involves setting the best of our
time, talents, gifts, and resources before God as an offering to Him in gratitude and
love.
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Lesson 6
Practical Matters

Senior Pastor - Derrick P. Gallien Sr.

Lady Elect / Worship / Mission / Women - Cassie Gallien

Assicatate & Youth Pastor - Darrell Spencer | xﬁ .

Elder - Evangelism - Henry Harrison Sr.é

Head Deacon / Vice President PFL / Usher- Albret Allen Sr.

Deacon- Keanan Sallier

Deacon / Transportation - Tommy Ozane %
Deacon Emeritus - James Porter Sr.

Missionary / Power for Living President - Lorner Sallier

Missionary / Mothers Board / Pastor Support- Carol Porter 4
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Missionary - Mary L Reeves

Missionary / Executive Committee- Kathy Jefferson

Missionary - Tori Mayfeild

e

Missionary / Youth Vice - Cyntha Beverly /1 i; s

Financial Secretary / Couples Ministry - Charlene Allen i«

Financial Secretary - Lisa Smith

Church Secretary - TBA

Media / Dance - Cassidy Allen'
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Places for You to Connect and Serve

Purposed Men’s Ministry

My Sister’s Keeper

Greeters

Usher Board

Media

Music

Missions

Christian Education: Power for Living, Growing in the Word
Children's Ministry (Kingdom Kids)
Youth Ministry (The Next Generation)
Evangelism / Outreach

Hospitality

Transportation

Singles - TBA

Young Adult - TBA

Serving at New Beginnings

One of the many things that we value at Northcliffe is that we want to
serve where God has equipped us to serve. We believe that God has
gifted each of us in some way to be a part of fulfilling the mission of
the church. In the section above we have seen that there are a lot of
opportunities to plug in and serve alongside other members of New
Beginnings. So where do you fit in?

605 Prater Road Westlake La. 70669 337-882-5122 Website: nbminisrty.com 26


http://nbminisrty.com

New Beginnings Church Foundation Course

Vision and Direction
Our Mission Statement

New Beginnings’ mission is to fulfill the Great Commission
(Matthew 28:19-20) of reaching people through the
message of Jesus Christ.

Teaching all believers the standards and statutes of Christ for a
separated life in this world.

Equipping believers for a life of ministry and helping them
discover all the gifts and talents that God has given them.
(Ephesians 4:11-16)

Representing Christ by obeying the task that has been given to
us to be the light of the world, living out a transformed existence
through God's Son, Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:16), and with the
guidance of the Holy Ghost.

10 Core Values

1. The authority of the Bible - The Bible is the ultimate authority for
everything we believe, teach, and practice. It is God’s instruction manual for
life. The Bible is inspired by God and therefore is the absolute truth.
Although the cultural setting of the Bible may be different from ours, its
timeless principles stay the same and are as relevant today as when
written. Our methods may change, but the message will always be the
same. (2 Timothy 3:16)
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2. Prayer in all we do - Prayer must be the power source behind everything
we do. It is essential that we seek God first before doing anything else. We
believe that prayer changes things. Prayer changes lives and demonstrates
our full dependency upon God. (Matthew 7:7-11)

3. Authentic worship - Worship is expressing our love, honor, and praise to
God for who He is, what he has said, what He has done, and what he
continues to do. God, not man, is the focus and center of our worship.
Celebrative and reflective worship touches both our minds and hearts, and
leads us to genuine praise, adoration, and trust in God the Father, Jesus
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Singing, praying, and communicating the Word
of God are all vital parts of our worship. (Matthew 22:37)

4. Introducing others to Jesus - God is at work in the lives of people. He
wants to use us to share the Good News of Jesus with those who don’t
know Him. Because spiritually lost people matter to God- they should
matter to us. Therefore, we will be a church committed to seeking effective
ways to share Jesus with others, personally, in our community, and around
the world. (2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Matthew 28:19-20)

5. Spiritual growth - We believe that God loves us too much to leave us the
way He found us. God’s desire, and therefore our goal, is to develop every
believer into a fully devoted follower of Christ. Full devotion to Jesus Christ
is the goal the Bible says we should always be striving toward. We will do
our best to show people practical ways to live a life committed to Jesus
Christ. (Ephesians 4:15; Romans 8:29)

6. Life change through small groups (Men & Women Ministries) - The most
effective way to grow together and share life together is by being a part of a
small group. Authenticity, accountability, and spiritual growth happen best in
small groups. (Acts 2:42-47)
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7. Marriage and the family - We promote strong marriages and healthy
families. It was God who created marriage- the union between a man and a
woman. A meaningful and growing relationship with God should start at
home. Our desire is to supplement, reinforce, and promote those biblical
values at church. Thus, we additionally understand that it is our
responsibility to invest in the lives of our youth and children- the future
leaders of the church. (Ephesians 5:22-6:4)

8. Serving God by serving others - God has shaped us to serve. When we
serve, we bless others, we are blessed, and we fulfill one of God’s
purposes for our lives. Being a part of God’s family means we are
committed to serving together. God has something for everyone to do in
His family (Ephesians 2:10). Whatever way we serve God, we do it with
passion and excellence because we should always give our best for God.
(Ecclesiastes 9:10)

9. Accepting people - We accept everyone wherever they are in their life,
just like Jesus does. Some people may seem easier to accept and love
than others. But God loves everyone and wants to express His love for
them through us (Luke 5:27-31).

10. A “can do” attitude - Because we believe what we are doing makes a
difference now and for eternity, we are a “can do” church. Our philosophy is
“Whatever it takes” we will do what God has called us to do! We know that
God has given us a future to fulfill. Therefore, with visionary faith, we are
willing to step out of our comfort zones and take risks for the purpose of
advancing the cause of Christ. Since we are partners with God, we dream
big! We also make sure to give Him all of the glory! (Philippians 4:13)
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Congratulations!

You have made it to the end of the Foundation course. We are so grateful
that you have spent this time with us, getting to know who we are as a
community of faith. It is our hope that in walking with us through this
process you have a better understanding of what it means to be a member
of New Beginnings. As you choose to join the New Beginnings community,
let me encourage you to start taking part in the life of the church if you
haven’t already. We want you to connect with a group ( Men & Women'’s
Ministry, Children’s Ministry, or have your middle and high school students
engage with the Student Ministry). The best way to really understand the
rhythm of life at New Beginnings is to just walk alongside us for a little bit.
When you do, we think you will find that the ministries that take place at
New Beginnings are about loving God, loving others, and living intentionally
for Christ.

The last page of this document is a “Member Covenant.” When you
become a member, you will see the responsibilities that come with being a
member of New Beginnings. We are a church that is committed to God, to
one another, and to reaching our community with the gospel of Jesus.

The Member Covenant is a promise that we commit to as members of
New Beginnings: to be engaged in the life of the church, to serve where
possible, to biblically and financially support the ministry of the church, and
to stand alongside other members as we seek to impact our community for
Jesus with His gospel. The “Member Covenant” isn't something we take
lightly because it is a commitment made before God to other believers in
Christ. We enter into this covenant because we feel that God has called us
to be a part of the body of Christ at New Beginnings, to be a part of fulfilling
the calling God has placed on this community of faith.

If membership at New Beginnings is something you are interested in, we
would love for you to read a copy of the Member Covenant on the last
pages of your New Members Guide.

When you become a member of New Beginnings, this document will be a
reminder of the date that God called you to become a part of the church
family at New Beginnings.
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We look forward to serving alongside you, growing together with you in
Christ, and sharing what God has in store for us as a church family.

Thank you again for sharing your time with us

New JBeginnings
( Church
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Members Covenant

Having been brought by divine grace to repent and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ and to surrender our lives to Him, and having been baptized
as Christians in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, we choose to covenant together with all of New Beginnings.

Together, we will celebrate and enjoy the glory of God, depend on the
presence of God, grow in the knowledge of God, and submit to the Word of
God as the all-sufficient authority in our lives and in His church.

Together, we commit to draw near to God in regular corporate worship
(Hebrews 10:25; Acts 2:42-47). We will commit to holding fast to the gospel
from which is our hope. We will explain and contend for the faith delivered
once for all to the church. We will regularly participate in communion as we
solemnly and joyfully remember the past work of Christ on the cross,
celebrate the present work of Christ at the Father’s right hand, and
anticipate the future work of Christ in his return for his bride.

Together, we will use our gifts and talents that God has given to us to help,
teach, encourage, and serve others. We will stir one another up to love
and good works. We will meet with one another consistently, pray for one
another regularly, and serve one another selflessly. We will share each
other’s joys and bear each other’s burdens. We will listen carefully to one
another, build one another up with our speech, and encourage one another
with our example. We will humbly and gently confront one another and
receive correction from one another in accordance with a New Testament
understanding of church discipline and restoration. We will give cheerfully
and generously to the support of the church, the relief of the poor, and the
spread of the gospel.

We cheerfully and willingly enter into this covenant relationship with New
Beginnings as we seek to serve God’s kingdom and accomplish His
purposes.
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New Beginnings Church ‘

Ministry Information:

Phone Number; 33/-882-5122

Address: 605 Prater Road, Westlake, LA. 70669

Mailing: P.. Box 3044, Sulphur, LA 70663
Email: nbwestlake@gmail.com

Website: nbministry.com
Zoom: 842-431-9607 access: nclove
_onference call#: 607-374-1189 Access: 864472
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